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PREFACE.

——
THlS report by Lieutenant J. A. Douglas, znd Bengal Lancers, was received
through the British Agent at Gilgit (with his No. 5202, dated 15th Novem-
ber 1893), and is printed in continuation of the reports previcusly furnished by

the same officer.
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REPOKT ON GOR

Extent of territory.—~The lerritory of Gor lies on both banks of the dver
Indus. On the right bank it extends from the Jum pari opposite Bunji
to the western watershed of the Ke Ges Nala, comprising, besides Gor pro e:'
the valleys of Taliche, Damasal, Shingah, Am Ges, and Ke Ges. The grazping'
ground of Malpat, which lies at the head of the Ke Ges valley belongs not to
Gor, but to Chilas. '

On the leflt bank the Gor people claim from the Lechir Nala on the east
as far as the watershed between the Genar and Lechirwai streams, which is the
boundary between Gor and Bunar. This tract includes the small valleys of
Lechir, Burdil Rakhiot, Tatowai, Jiliper, Ganalo, and Gonar. None of ‘these
valleys contain any cultivation, and are used only for prazing goatsin sum-
mer.” Of the minor valleys on the right bank, Taliche contains the village of that
name. Damasal contains the small hamlet of Bargin (4 houses), and grazing for
cattle at the head. The Shingah is a deep narrow ravine, but goals graze there.
The Am Ges and Ke Ges valleys contain, besides the valleys at their mouths, a
small amount of cultivation higher up. '

Gor proper.~—Gor itself lies in a sort of amphitheatre above the right bank
of the Indus under Chahmuri peak. Ii contains three forts—Lasanot, Dobot
and Kartalot—all situated close togeLher, al an elevation of about 8,000 feet. Of
these, Lasanot is the largest, containing 140 houses. The fort is an irregularly
built structure, with walls of stones and wood and seven towers. The houses
are all piled one on top of the other, the entrance usvally being from the roof.
Outside the fort are numerous small sione huts and wooden buildings.  In the
former, live stock are kept, while the latier are used [or the storage of grain, &c.

Dobot and Kartalot are similar to Lasanot, but smaller, Kartalot being
considerably the smallest of the three.

Gor is watered by numerous small streams which flow down [rom the
1 N -

© Water i al+a brought from the head of the surrounding  hills. In early summer,
Damot Nals. the channel which conveys it during the melting of the snow, these
cromsing the hills at the Lutha pass, en elevation  sireams contain a fair amount of water,
of ncarly 13,000 fect. : A, ’
which gradually diminishes as the snow
disappears. In the middle of October none of them contained more than the
merest trickle of water, and the people have great dilliculty in obtaining sufficient
for their lields. In winter the streams dry up altogether, and the inhabitants are

entirely dependent for their water-supply on a small spring ncar each fort.

The slopes of the hills are covered with a belt of pine forest from about
12,000 down to 8,000 [eet, consisting chiefly of chilgosa and pinus excelsa. To
the north and west the [orest is thick, but thinner on the cast.

Below 8,000 feet the ground is very broken, and cut up with deep ravines.
There are scaltered trees down to about 6,000 fect, chiefly cirigoza and dant.

AN the slopes near the forts are terraced and cultivated. Higher up on the
hill-side 1o the east are patches of cultivation at Martal, Junegir, Buimal, and
Gitile, the latter a large space of open ground. To the west there are small
patches of cultivation at Ganu, Bemur, and Teremal. There are a few fruit trees
and walnuts about the forts and a good many at Gitile, but most ol the [ruit trees
are lower down in the fork belween the Lasanot and Dobot sireams, where there
is a large plantation. They consist chiefly of peaches and apricots with 2 good
many vincs. Lower down'is the hamlet of Dirkal in a deep ravine. It contains
twelve houses, but the people belong 1o the forts. Darang, situated at the
junction of the Gor stream with the Indus, contains six houses.

On the other side of Chahmuri, the village of Taliche also belongs to
Gor. It is situated on the stream of the same name at the mouth of a steep
ravine, and a mile and a half above the junction of the siream with the Indus
opposite Ramghat. It contains six houses, but the people belong to Gor.



Population, &c—The population contained in the forts of Gor is approxi.
mately as [ollows :—

Number of
houses. Headman.
Lasanot .. 140 Daet Khan} yearyy ol Shias, but o few Yashkuns and Dunis’
Dobot ... 8o Kurban

Kartalot ... 34 Dudoka All Yashkuns.
Tolal ... 254 familics . about 1,250 souls.

The headman of the whole of Gor is Sangali. )

These 254 {amilies may, 1 think, fairly be taken as representing the whole
population. The outlying hamlets close lo the forts are either not inhabited
at all or inhabited only in summer. )

The more distant villages of Taliche, Dirkal, Darang, Bargin, and Ges (3)
contain a few inhabitants all the year round ; but as arule only a portion of a
faniily live there, the remainder being in the forts.

The outlying hamlets and villages are as [ollows :—

Housen.
Taliche e e
Dirkal . 12
Darang . 6
Bargin w4
Am Ges w 12
Ke Ges e e 12
Teremal 4 . .
Bemar . ’}lnhnbned only in summer.
Ganu
Gitile
Buimal - e No houses.
Junegir
Martal

Gor can muster {from 300 to 350 fighting men.

Supplies nd resources.—Qwing 1o the insufficent water-supply, the people
grow barely cnough grain for their own use, and little, if any, is at present
procurable from the country. They can supply a certain amount of grass, and
wood is abundant. .

Roads.~- The principal roads are those from Darang tc Gor, and thence east-
wards across a spur [rom Chahmuri to Damot and Taliche, and northwards over
the Luthu pass to Damot. These are all described in detail further on; they are
only rough cattle tracks, and all very steep in places.

Besides these, there are Lhree cattle tracks rom Gor (1) by the Kani pass to
Damot : this is a very steep, rough track, and is used chiefly lor taking cattle to
graze at the Turan Harai at the head of the Damot Nala.  From Turan a path
descends to 1he Damot stream and joins the road from the Luthu pass; (2) a
track through Martal to the head ol the Damasal Nala; and (3) a track
through Juncgir, also to the Damasal Nala, but crossing the spur lower down.
Both these latter are bad on the Damasal side, the higher one being the best ; they
are used for laking cattle to graze at the head of the nu/a.

Therc are also several footpaths—one through Gitile to Bargin, said to be
very bad and dificult. Another crosses the hills to the north about two miles
west of the Lutliu pass, descending into the Hosharai Nala. [n summer men and
goats can go all over these hills.

The Da:iiasal Nala—The Damasal stream flows between very steep,
rocky hills, and issues through a narrow opening between high perpendicular
¢lifls.  The only ivhabited place in the valley is Bargin, a small outlying hamlet
of Gor, situated zbout 1} miles (rom the mouth. It contains four houses, and is
cultivaied by people from Gor.

Bargin is reached from the riverby a steep track which ascends the hill-
side aboul a mile above the mouth of the strcam. There is also a diffieult
footpath from Gor through Gitile.

There is uo road up the stream. The head is reached by two tracks [rom
Gor, aud carle are taken there to graze in summer.

There is a footpath over a pass at the . i
Gashu or Hosharai Kalas. P he head of the naa ; thence into the

There is no pass over these hills by which cattle can cros
Luthu pass in Gor and Malpat at the head of the Ke Ges valley.s between. the
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Route No, 1,*

FROM CHILAS TO GOR vrd THE RIGNT BANK OF THE INDUS,

Authority and date—DoucLas, Novemser 1893.

Duarancas,
No.

o Namesofstages. [~ 1 | Rawanss.
stage, Inter- )
mediate. | Tolah
)

1. | THALPIN 5 | 5 [From Chilas the road descends Lhrough
cultivation ta the ferry, which in summer
is usually about a mile helow the mouth
of the liotogah siream and 13 miles [rom

Chilas fort. Crossing the river, the path govs up the right bank, reaching Thalpin village
at about § miles. Good ground to camp on the left bank of the Khinargah stream, This
stream is not bridged, and is difficult to ford when in high flood; but a place at which
fording is possible can usually be found.

The actual place of crossing the Indus varies according lo the state of the river, it
being sometimes necessary to cross lower down. When the river is high, a large six
masak ralt will not carry more than six men at a time, exclusive of rowers. At each trip
the raft is carried from 400 to 6ao yards down stream, and has lo be towed up again, great
delay being thus caused.

In winter there is an easy lerry a mile below Thalpin, and the distance is then
reduced to under 3 miles.

2. |Ke Ges 10 15 [ Leaving the cultivation of Thalpin, the

road ascends gradually to the top of a

low pars, which js reached at 1} miles,
| and (or the next mile gaes along the
I hill-side.

At 2} miles it reaches a stony masdan aheve the river, acrass which it goes Lo 4 miles,
when it entcrs some low hills, and winds amang them out of sight of the river up to
54 miles,

The next two miles are fairly level, at first over sand aod stones; then over heavy
loose sand.

At 74 miles there is a shott difficult descent over rock to the river bed, which is the
only bad bit in this stage. After going lor a [ew hundred yards across the sand, the road
ascends gradually over broken ground.

At 8) miles the Moshlar Nala is crassed ; the descent to and ascent [rom (he bed of
the mala are somewhat steep.

A little further on the Ke Ges strcam is reached, and the path goes up the right bank,
crossing at the village (1o miles). There is no regular bridge over the strcam, but the
inhabilants usually extemporise a crossing of some sort.

Plenty of 1o to encamp, bul very little is procurable in the way of supplies.

The vi'lage belongs to Gor, and contains twelve houses,

It is not permanently inhabited. Elevation 3,750"

There is nc water on Lhis stage lor the first 7} miles.

28 | From Ke Ges the road for nearly 3 miles
goes across Lthe Ges plain, and is good.
It then crosses the Am Ges stream,
about 4 a mile below the village. The

stream is between high banks, and the descent and ascent are fairly stecp.

At 3} miles a very bad pare is reached. The path is over hard slippery rock, which
descends al a very stecp gradient to the river. ‘There are two tracks, the upper being
the best; but it is very bad indeed, and entaiis an ascent of scveral hundred feet. This
pari is about a mile long.

e This 1a the shortest road fram Chilas-to Gor in summer, when the Indus is in high fluod, s there is_then
00 Blan o e Yoty oa areds bekwer Chilaa and the mouth o the Astor rivac, The road iy very bad. Calle
are sometimes taken by it, but thee are severab places where an unladen pony could only be led osce with great
difiigalt The best route, when the river is nok toa high, is that by the left baok, ccossing cither al tba meulh

o
of the Damasal Nela oc av Darang.

3. [ DamasaL 13
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Route No. 1—conid.

|
Drazaxcas.
_ RewARKD.
':‘ Names of slages. b
sage. Tnter- Total.
mediate.

i i 1 i d a hall is lairly good, over siony

rossing Lhis pari, the road for a_mile an rly | ] 3

ruull;\drl;lr;;uf;onglcct ﬂ/bo\'r‘ the river. It then goes along a steep hill-side, crossing two
gcep ravines between the 6th and 7th miles.

At 7 miles a fairly steep rocky descent on to a lower plateau, across which it goes to

8§ miles.

From B4 to o] miles the path is along a steep hill-side very rough and narrow
in places. . o

At g the Shingah Nala, which flaws through a deep ravine, is crossed. This is usually
a small stream, but difficult to cross when in high flood.

From the Shingah stream the path ascends [or hall 2 mile over another pars; then
descends again, and crosess another plateau for a mile.

The last mile and s hall is over stony broken ground, and at 13 miles Damasal is
reached. This is a small open space at the mouth of the Damasal siream, which issues
from the hills between steep perpendicular banks, Grass abundant in summer and
Lamarisk tcces for fuel. No other supplies. Elevation 3,550".

There is a ferry here to Jiliper post on the oppoesite bank, but it cannot be used in

summer.

4. | Gor 74 35} | Leaving Damasal, the road for the first
mile is over rock above the river, and
very bad. The next mile is over sand
and stones in the river bed.

AL 2 miles another bad rocky pari commences.

The road ascends gradually for about a mile over solid, slippery rock, and is almost
impassable [or animals.

Thence a descent of § mile Lo the village of Darang (34 miles), Darang is on level
grouad at the junclion of the Gor stream with the Indus, and about 300 (eel above the
;wg‘r level. It belongs to Gor, and contains six houses with a good deal of cultivation and
ruit trees.

From Darang the road for half a mile ascends gradually up the right bank of the
Gor stream, It then leaves the stream, and ascends a spur between two dry #alas,
From the 4th to the 6th mile is very stecp, up a rocky hill.side ; the track is rough, but
cattle can be taken by it.

. At 6 miles the outlying cultivation of Gor is reached. The road then goes on up the
right bank of the Dobot branch of the stream, ascending gradually for a mile.

. It then crosses the stream, and ascends to the lort of Dobot, which is reached at 7
miles. Elevalion 8,000 Lasanat is about 300 yards to the east of Dobol. There is
room lor a small camp just below the Dobot fort, Supplies procutable.
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Route No. 2.¢

-
FRoM GOR (LASANOT FoORT) To Daumot Ax
Go

o1 D TALICHE, »id THE Pass TO THE East
R.

Authority and date—DoucLas, NovEMBER 1893.

Distances.
No. N of
of ame of stages, R
wage. s | s
mediate. ( Total.

1 | TEREMAL . 4 4 From_Lasanol the road goes northwards,
ascending gradually through cultivation
to the smaller fort of Kartalot, and cross.

ing the Lasanat stream above Kartalot at a little over one mile. Thence it tarns east-
ward, ascending and winding round a low spur through terraced cultivation.

At 2} miles a deep ravine is crossed with a fairly steep descent and ascent. Thence
the road winds round another spur through thin forest, and at a little over 3 miles descends
into another ravine. There is a small patch of cultivation in the bed of this called Bemur.

Thenc:_mad as belare, reaching at 4 miles anather patch of cultivation called Teremal,
the last halting place, till Damot is reached.

2 | HEAD OF Pass a 6 From Teremal there is a very steep as-

cent of nearly a mile through pine forest.

Thence the path descends slightly and

crosses an open level space, whence the

top of the pass is reached by a fairly casy ascent of hall a mile. Elevation by ancroid
9,400".  This pass is open all the year round.

3 | Damot ] 19 From the top of the pass the road des-

cends steeply down the bed of a ravine ; a

short way down it divides, one branch

keeping high up along the hillside above

the Jum pars to Damot ; catile are taken along this route ; the other bmnr.:h, desc_ending

straight down the ravine, reaches Taliche at 5 miles from head of pass. This road is very
steep, though cattle car be taken down with difficulty.

This latter is the shortest route to Bunji from Gor. At 1§ miles from Taliche, mouth 9[

Taliche stream is reached {there is usually a ferry here in winter), and thence lhe main

road to Bunji, g miles.

® This is the best rout.
fer is met with, and it
preferced (Route No. 3).

m Gor to Damat, and that generally used. Fram the top of Uhe pass 10 Damot
& very hot ¢oad in summer. For this reason the road by the Luthu pass is soume-
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Route No. 3.*

From GOR TO DAMOT wid THE LUTHU PAsS,

Authority and date—DOUGLAS, NovembER 1893

-

| DISTANCES.
r Bruames.
of Name of stages. |
sage. D ttee | qopa,
‘ mediate.
[P S S———
1 | DoBAl HARAL e 8 8 From Lasanot fort the road goes to

Karlalot, a gradual ascent of abcut a mile
through cultivation.

Theace it ascends up Lhe right bank of the Lasanot stream. The ascent is fairly gra-
dual up to Lwo miles; thence to the top of the pass the path goes straight up a very steep
hill-side, [t is very rough and rocky in places through pine forest to within 1,000 lect of
the top.

The total distance from Lasanot to the top of the pass is probably not more than 5
miles, but the ascent is severe, nearly 5,000 fect in this distance.

From the top the descent on the north side is easy and gradual for about a mile, when
the stream, which here flows in a westecly dircction, is crossed.

Alittle further on (he path descends to Lhe bed of the stream, which, turning north-
wards, flows through a deep tacky ravine. The road going down (he lelt bank is bad.
Three miles [Lom the top (8 miles allogether) Dobai lHarai is reached. There is only a goat-
herd’s hut ot the hill-side there, and no level ground on which to pitch even a small tent,
Wood abundart and waler (rom a side stream.  Elevation 11,400."

2 | Danot 12 20 | From Dobai the road keeps down the bed
of the stream on the left bank, and is very
rough and stony.

At 3 miles the mouth of the Buin Nala is reached. This has a fair-sized stream flowing
down it from the west. There is a cattle track up it and a pass at the head of the northerly
branch into the Gashu Nala, Up the Hosharai, a branch of the Buin, are footpaths to

the Damasal Nala and also into Gor, crossing by a pass about two miles to the west of the
Luthu pass.

Good place to encamp in pine forest at the mouth of the Buin stream.

At 5 miles Lhe Kashiro Shing Nala joins (rom the east, and at 6} miles the mouth of
the Salat Nala is reached.

Road bad all the way to here.

At Salat there is a small patch of cultivation and a footpath up the nala.
Below Salal the road is much better, and is a (airly good cattle track.

At a little ovy i P . i
iogup i:. ittle over 8 miles the Shutiachik Nala joins from the east. There is caltle graz-

At 9} miles the hamlet of Bargin is reached at the mouth
right bank of the stream.  The path crosses just above B:rugiao;(;:ebr[i):::ng Nelz on the
. b
At 11 miles Manol is reached, and at i i i
contim s Miles Mano A at t3 miles Damot, the last mile being through

Room to encamp at Damot pear (he juncti
Supplics pl’ocurnbln.p car he junction of the Damot and Chakarkot streams.

his is only 2 summer road, and is used chi ;
preference 10 the lowr ruad 1o Damot oo accounlc::ﬂy for laking caltle over 10 graze. It

he heat and want of wates oo Lhe Inmrf’ sometimes used i
[c.c.v]

e —
G. €. Feess, Simla.—~No, C24Q MG, I B.—6.3.010.—75.



P"Wd Toutes thig ————

A

. :
V2 22 y’;ﬁ“
//}J/”f/g’ "t?\\\&Q 4
0/5p, 5 // 7 T&E‘?\\\\\)\;{)‘ ") y
\\\d A (”f{‘ l(\ 5{
(i
N J A
\\\\‘U f -u(k\\\w
W\ 1 IL/ z\,g)lp\ﬂ‘
oyl $ )/,J
" y

|\( 4 t JL
WA ,))) m,, \ j;
u\lu/)'m)//,l ,.,!,’,,’) 1) //‘\ “7

Frii] Yo ﬁ
(\\“ ”ﬂ])))\\\u\ \\-"\\‘1’\ \\\ Trape) (ill .Jn
) ‘““\%M”“ )n\“ \W‘“” L\\\
“‘\‘\\gjjljﬂ) ks 1)
S i il
7 E})/)/,.

\\‘\‘\\‘ 2
\\"*f//,f'J/
\ \\-jj

\

.

SKETCH OF GOR.
Scale 1 Inch = I Mile,

L I L ) Jymales
o, i
ot JADouglis hicut 2L,
<0y 4
¥ 01093
Exd. LA A .;“”\'
Jaguary 1694, Tana. De. No. 709. W. 0DRT a4



	Lon1b 474_2R.tif
	Lon1b 475_1L.tif
	Lon1b 475_2R.tif
	Lon1b 476_1L.tif
	Lon1b 476_2R.tif
	Lon1b 477_1L.tif
	Lon1b 477_2R.tif
	Lon1b 478_1L.tif
	Lon1b 478_2R.tif
	Lon1b 479_1L.tif
	Lon1b 480_1L.tif
	Lon1b 481_1L.tif
	Lon1b 481_2R.tif



